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Editorial and Announcements 


HE next meeting of the Association will be held at the Willesden 
Public Libraries on Wednesday, 11th March. Members are requested 


to meet at the Harlesden Public Library, Craven Park Road, N.W.1o, [ 
between 3 and 3.30 p.m., where they will be met by the Librarians-in. 


charge and escorted to the new Neasden Library which was opened by Sir 


William Henry Hadow on 28th February. The Harlesden Library may be FF 


reached by the Bakerloo or North London Railway to Willesden Junction, 
by ’buses 18, 218 or 93 or by trams from Acton, Paddington or Hammersmith, 
Tea will be provided at 5.30 p.m. by kind invitation of the Willesden staf, 
Members intending to accept this invitation are requested to let Mr. Tozer, 
the Librarian of Harlesden, know by 5th March at the latest. The meeting 
will be at 6.30 p.m., Chairman, Frank E. Chennell, F.L.A., the Chief 
Librarian of Willesden; Speaker, J. B. Purdie, Esq., Librarian of Cricklewood; 
Subject, “ Libraries in cities and outlying districts : a comparison.” 
a 


The next meeting of the Council will be held on Wednesday, 18th 
March, at 6.30 p.m., at the National Library for the Blind. 


aA 


On anp AFTER Monpay, 23rD Marcu, 1931, THE ADDRESS OF THE 
Hon. Epiror wit BE :— 
Centra Pustic Lisrary, 
Futnam, S.W.6. 


a) 


OUR NEW DIVISION 

On the 21st January there was held at the Splott Branch Library, 
Cardiff, the Inaugural Meeting of the new South Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire Division of the A.A.L. At 7.30 p.m., Mr. Leonard Chubb, 
F.L.A., President of the Association, took the chair in the presence 
of about seventy members from Cardiff, Newport, Port Talbot and other 
neighbouring libraries. An interested visitor from further afield was Mr. 
W. Lloyd Davies, M.A., Librarian of the National Library of Wales, 
Aberystwyth. 

In his preliminary remarks, Mr. Chubb dealt briefly with a few recent 
developments which seemed to show that, so considerable has been the latter- 
day progress and expansion of librarianship, the profession is beginning to 
attract envious eyes from without. He indicated some directions in which 
these developments could be, and in fact were being, closely watched. 
Passing on to the functions and character of an A.A.L. Division, the President 
stressed the vital importance of youthful outlook and new ideas in professional 
counsels. A Division was not an independent local organization, but an 
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integral part of the united Association, and there were many ways in which 

a live Division could influence professional matters at large. In various 

parts of the country where there were Library Association Branches and 

A.A.L, Divisions covering the same area, the closest co-ordination had been 

effected and important joint activities undertaken ; but the special function 

of a Division was to afford a free and untrammelled platform for the younger 

members in the area, to represent the purely professional aspect of library 

work, to initiate or co-operate in a constructive effort to put right the pro- 

fessional matters which are still amenable to improvement, and in every 

other possible way to act as a constructive as well as an irritative influence. 
At the conclusion of the President’s address, the necessary rules for the 

Division were formulated, and the following officers were elected for the 

| ensuing year :— 

Hon. President ; . Mr. Harry Farr, City Librarian, Cardiff. 

Hon, Vice-President Mr. Joun Warner, Chief Librarian, 

Newport. 

Chairman . ‘ . Mr. Wynpuam Moraan, Cardiff. 

Vice-Chairman Mk. C. Sexton, Cardiff. 

Hon. Secretary ‘ Mk. E. Sexuick, Cardiff. 

Hon. Treasurer. . Mr. Cotrerr, Newport. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary . Muss G. Lurwetyn, Cardiff. 


The meeting terminated with a short address from Mr. R. D. Hilton 
Smith, F.L.A., Hon. Secretary of the Association, who conveyed to the 
meeting the warmest congratulations of the Council on the launching of 
the new Division. He outlined some of the possible activities of a 
Division and dealt briefly with a few of the activities of the Association as 
a whole, notably the teaching work and the impending investigation of the 
conditions of service in libraries of all types. 

A vote of thanks to the speakers was proposed by Mr. C. Sexton, con- 
cluding the business of the evening. After refreshments had been served, 
an admirable farce was presented by six members of the Cardiff staff. It 
was written by the actors in collaboration, but the joins were invisible, and 
the action proceeded briskly to a very effective curtain. The half-hour 
| which remained before a Corporation ’bus arrived to take members to the 
centre of Cardiff was spent in dancing to the faint but adequate strains of 
a gramophone which, earlier in the evening, had served as a stage-property. 

In every way, the meeting was a highly successful inauguration of the 
new Division, which begins in the happiest circumstances, and from which 
great things are to be expected. 

a 


We are able, by kind permission of Mr. H. M. Cashmore, F.L.A., City 
| Librarian of Birmingham, to publish in this issue the report of the Pro- 
| visional Committee of the West Midland Regional Library Scheme, together 
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with the Constitution that has been adopted. These documents are worthy 
of careful study, both as some record of the initiation of what is undoubtedly 
one of the most important developments in librarianship that the past 
decade has seen, and as a probable basis for examination questions. 

a 

Lonpon anv Home Counties Brancu.—The next meeting of the London 
and Home Counties Branch of the Library Association will be held 
on Wednesday, 25th March, at 7 p.m., at the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers. A paper will be read by Mr. A. R. Stock, Librarian, Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers, on “George Stephenson’s Institution and its Library,” 
and the Chair will be taken by Brig.~-General Magnus Mowat, C.B.E,, 
M.1.Mech.E., Hon. Treasurer of the ASLIB. 

We are asked by Mr. G. R. Bolton, F.L.A., Hon. Secretary of the Branch, 
to emphasize the fact that this is the only notice of this meeting that will be 
issued, individual notice to members having ceased with the February 
Meeting. 

a” 
Afternoon visits have been arranged for the April meeting at Richmond, 
Will those attending please notify Mr. Cecil Piper not later than 1st 
April ? 


rn wo 


The Library 


Association Examinations 
MAY 1931 


The dates fixed for the Examinations are as follows: 

Monday, 11th May, 1931 . Section 3, Classification. 

Tuesday, 12th May, 1931 . Section 4, Cataloguing. 

Wednesday, 13th May,1931 . Section 5, Library Organization. 

Thursday, 14th May, 1931 . Section 6, Library Routine. 

Thursday, 14th May, 1931 . Language Examinations. 

Friday, 15th May, 1931 . Section 1, English Literary History. 

Saturday, 16th May, 1931 . Section 2, General Bibliography, and 
either Book Selection or Palzo- 
graphy and the Archive Sciences. 


1 The fee for the Language Examination will be the same as that for each Sectional 
Examination, namely, tos. for each examination ; for re-examination, 5s. 

All entries for the May Examinations must be made upon the official form, and sent 
to the office of the Library Association, 26-27 Bedford Square, London, W.C.1, not 
later than 31st March, 1931, after which date no application will be entertained. 
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Notes 

Regarding Section 1, English Literary History. The Special Period in 
English Literary History will be—*“ Dr. Johnson and his Circle.” 

Regarding Section2. As has been the case for the last three examinations, 
this will consist of two parts—General Bibliography, and either Book 
Selection, or, Palezography and the Archive Sciences. 

Students must satisfy the Examiners in Section 2 as a whole. 

The following examiners have been appointed for the May Examinations : 


Section 1, Literary History . Messrs. Gurner P. Jones, B.A, 
A.L.A., and L. F. Powell, M.A., 
F.L.A. 
Section 2, Bibliography . Messrs. W. A. Fenton, M.A., F.L.A., 
and G. A. Stephen, F.L.A. 
Section 2, Palaography . Messrs, V. H. Galbraith and Hilary 
Jenkinson. 
Section 3, Classification - Messrs. J. D. Cowley, F.L.A., and 
L. R. McColvin, F.L.A. 
Section 4, Cataloguing. . Messrs, F. E. Sandry, F.L.A., and 
J. D. Stewart, F.L.A. 
Section 5, Organization - Messrs. W. C. Berwick Sayers, 
F.L.A., and W. B. Thorne, F.L.A. 
Section 6, Routine. . Messrs. Charles Nowell, F.L.A., and 
H. A. Sharp, F.L.A. 
Latin Language Examination . Mr. Strickland Gibson, M.A., F.L.A. 
French Language Examination . Mr. W.A. Fenton, M.A., F.L.A. 
German Language Examination . Mr. J. Wilks, M.A. 


Some ‘Tendencies: 
By R. J. GORDON, F.L.A., City Librarian, Leeds 


N: one will deny the extraordinary developments of library work in 
this country during the last ten years ; the amazing, yet not alto- 
gether unexpected, success of the almost general introduction of 
“open access” and the splendid achievements of our county colleagues. 
Of much significance is the splendid era of library building and development 
we are now witnessing. Look on the activity in the depressed but still 


1A paper read at the 21st Annual Meeting of the Midland Division, held at 
Birmingham on the 11th February, 1931. 
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virile north; the erection of the noble, though long-delayed, Reference 
Library at Manchester, the provision of adequate Central Libraries at 
Sheffield, Bolton, Burnley, Rotherham, York and Huddersfield, and the 
opening of innumerable branch libraries. It is common knowledge in 
professional circles that over the whole country our public libraries are 
being used to an extent hitherto undreamed of. In my own county the 
four leading systems, which four years ago did not individually issue one 
and a half million books annually, are now exceeding two millions annually ; 
two of them will approach closely to the three-million mark this year, and 
probably one of these will even pass this high figure. It is probably true 
that the regrettably parlous state of our basic industries has in some measure 
accounted for the greater demands upon our service, and I hope the social 
and civic significance of this will not be lost upon those responsible for our 
financial control, and will lead to greater anxiety to assist our expanding 
work, though I doubt it ; yet I have sufficient belief in the value of my 
colleagues’ work to know that we are reaping the sowing of many years, 
benefiting through the efforts made in the face of many difficulties to 
improve and perfect our service and increase our educational, vocational and 
recreative value to the community. 

It is at times such as these that I think we should be prepared to examine 
afresh our administrative machinery to ensure that the new educational and 
social outlook does not need different methods to those which have been in 
existence for many years, to determine if our power plant is not outmoded, 
and to challenge the conclusions of much that is accepted as final. I cannot 
imagine anything more damaging to our work than to have at this time a 
smug complacency, a complete content with existing things and a slavish 
acceptance of everything appearing in the increasing stream of library text- 
books. I have little patience with those who continually do things in the 
same way because they are too lethargic to think and contrive better ways. 
Neither do I believe that library technique has become static. Let us 
experiment with our methods for further improvement. Failure has always 
been a stepping-stone to success, though few of us have the courage to admit 
it and experiment still further. 

If I had been addressing you only a short time ago I could have spoken 
of a tendency for librarians to act together, introducing rationalization by 
pooling their resources in a national sense ; but, happily, the various regional 
schemes, including the one recently launched in this area, and the develop- 
ment of the outlier library scheme in connexion with the National Central 
Library are rapidly taking shape, and in a little while we shall wonder why 
we were so slow in departing from the individual and limited aspect of our 
work. Similarly, the scheme of unification of the various library societies 
has been accomplished with consequent additional strength and vitality to 
the movement we all have at heart. This joint meeting is some proof of the 
unity animating us for one common purpose. I see in it the ultimate 
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reality of an Association without distinction between chiefs and assistants, 
and welcome its approach. 

Let me state one or two intolerable regulations, as I see them, enforced 
in the majority of our systems which are vexatious to many quite reasonable 
persons, and which are in my opinion archaic. First, the rule necessitating 
an adult, not a ratepayer, to obtain a guarantee from someone who is, before 
being allowed to borrow books. In my view, if an adult is capable of being 
trusted with a Parliamentary vote, surely he or she can be allowed the use 
of a library book, which is probably not worth more than a few shillings, 
without having to seek the good offices of a landlady, a business acquaintance 
oreven a parent. It is time we realized the need for a library suffrage that 
will bring us into line with present-day tendencies. I know of several 
librarians who have instituted such an obvious and overdue reform, the 
results of which are proving to be entirely satisfactory, without prejudice to 
safety, and much appreciated by those concerned. In my opinion we have 
nothing to lose but everything to gain by freeing our systems from the 
exploded idea that we cannot trust our public ; and open shelves and open 
access have proved that we can. 

Then again, the general practice of only allowing two books to be 
borrowed, and insisting that one must be non-fiction. It would almost 
seem a corollary to imagine a picture-house manager insisting that if 1 want 
to see two pictures, one must be a nature film. We all know that a borrower 
wanting to borrow two novels can, by a little manipulation of family tickets, 
do so. Why do we imitate the ostrich and pretend we do not know this is 
done? I claim that it is quite the best and most reasonable thing to issue 
two tickets, and allow the borrower freedom of choice in his selection of 
what he wants to read without irksome restrictions of no value to our service. 
I go even further, and think that we should allow readers, for the purpose of 
study or research, tickets for borrowing non-fiction to a maximum of six. 
I hasten to say that I grant you there must be a reasonable limit. I have 
done this at Leeds since January 1930, with perfectly satisfactory results, 
and without any detriment to the system. In fact, it has been noticeable 
that students of all kinds, not merely teachers or clergymen, are finding the 
library a more positive asset to them by reason of it. Admittedly it increases 
issues to some extent, but I know the purport of my motives, and therefore 
am prepared to ignore critics who cry “inflation.” I feel certain that on 
reflection you will agree that we may trust our readers not to make fools of 
themselves by borrowing books they don’t wish to read, or even making 
themselves beasts of burden. 

Another tendency becoming very noticeable is the weakening of the 
old-time tradition that the stock of the reference library must be regarded 
as inviolate and never loaned. Probably the growth of the outlier library 
idea in connexion with the National Central Library is in some degree 
responsible for this. Many librarians will now lend books from their 

* 
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reference stocks who would, at one time, have regarded the idea as sacrilege, 
Is it not patent that in any reasonably sized reference library there are 
thousands of books which can be loaned on occasion without prejudice to the 
reference service ; books which are rarely asked for, and books which probably 
never should be preserved by municipal libraries for generations yet unborn ? 
To me the value of a book is the use made of it, and I prefer to wear it out 
rather than to let it lie unused, as valueless as if it had never been 
written, 

The introduction of open access has practically abolished the printed 
catalogue, but I am not too sure that this will continue to be, or is even 
desirable. An increasing number of libraries are issuing a variety of reading 
lists in attractive forms, sizes and colours, and these, I am convinced, have a 
definite value. But I am becoming more inclined to the view that many 
of our readers would find a printed catalogue helpful. Let us ignore the 
well-known arguments against the printed catalogue, and think for a moment 
of the untrained reader, unaccustomed to selecting from a large stock, 
roving about a modern lending library with its classified stock, its obvious 
intricacies, and the card catalogue. I wonder sometimes how many of our 
borrowers really understand our classifications and our card catalogues? | 
have watched many readers retire completely baffled by the hydra-headed 
monster, which we believe to be a card catalogue of easy understanding, and 
I have a profound sympathy with those poor mortals worried to distraction 
by the simplicity of 331-8182233. 

I am not an advocate of complete printed catalogues, dictionary or 
classified, or even sectional class lists, though I admit their limited value, 
but I think that we should endeavour to supply the obvious need of a 
surprising number of our readers who are rebuffed by our stereotyped answer 
to their requests for a printed catalogue: “ That printed catalogues are 
too expensive ” ; “ Libraries don’t publish printed catalogues to-day.” I 
anticipate a tendency to publish selective printed catalogues which would 
indicate to borrowers the standard books in our stocks. I wonder if many 
here know of that extraordinarily fine selective classified catalogue issued 
from Islington in 1910 by J. D. Brown. It was one of the finest “ best- 
books ” bibliographies any public librarian could have studied at the date of 
publication. This catalogue also served as a union catalogue for a central 
and two branch libraries. I think we shall see a revival of this type of 
catalogue, and as a step in this direction I would refer you to the recent 
juvenile catalogue issued by Mr. Lamb at Sheffield. This catalogue, which 
incidentally did not receive the publicity it deserved in the library press, 
was of “‘ One-thousand-and-one books for boys and girls,” and every one of 
the books listed was available in the central and nine branch lending 
libraries. 

Whilst speaking of catalogues, let me note the welcome tendency of the 
Library Association to issue more publications, and in passing let me pay 4 

- 
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tribute to the excellent recently issued publications Reference Books, by Mr. 
Minto, and Books to Read, which was the work, in the main, of one of your 
members, Mr. Nowell of Coventry. These productions are of considerable 
credit to the Association, and the latter to the Carnegie United Kingdom 
Trust, who generously fostered it. Is there a chance for the Association 
to go even further in this direction, and issue a catalogue of say 500 books 
for boys and girls which could be sold in sheets, and serve as a basic catalogue 
for many libraries? Think of the advantages we should gain if a copy of 
such a catalogue could be given to every child of library age in our 
elementary schools, and the co-operation we should receive from those 
many teachers who are keen to assist their scholars to read something a little 
better, but are prevented from doing so by lack of printed lists, and 
alas! in too many cases, by the lack of the better book in our junior 
libraries. 

This tempts me to make a plea for letting the boy of twelve years and 
upwards obtain from the junior library some of the books by the many 
authors usually relegated to the adult libraries, which boys will read if given 
the opportunity. In how many junior libraries can we find wholesome 
yarns of the Mason, Haggard, Bindloss and Weyman type ? 

There can be no question that we are apt to limit the books available for 
children to the accepted writers for juveniles, and to ignore the more 
advanced type of book equally suitable for many boys and girls. Those of 
us who have children know quite well that their range of reading is much 
more mature than we officially think. I have tested the reading of books 
by Mason, Weyman and others in our junior libraries at Leeds, and am 
convinced that we can go a great deal further in this direction, thus simplify- 
ing the difficult task of getting our juniors to extend their plane of reading 
and gradually assimilate heavier fare. A few librarians have successfully 
introduced intermediate departments for adolescents, but few of us can afford 
the necessary accommodation really required for this purpose, and con- 
sequently are forced to stiffen our collections in the junior libraries in the 
way I have indicated to achieve our object. 

Without doubt the development in education, the cultural influence of 
the B.B.C., and the greatly increased interest in all philosophical, scientific 
and technical subjects have necessitated a broader outlook in our work which, 
if we are to maintain our hold on the continually growing reading public, 
must be reflected in the most vital part of our function—book selection. I 
certainly think that our standard of book selection is advancing, and, even 
in our choice of the more ephemeral material, becoming more critical. We 
are gradually becoming awake to the fact that there is a herd element to 
consider ; that scores of readers are interested in the same reading material. 
To meet this mass demand a few librarians are heavily duplicating the 
popular writers, and though this necessitates, through limited book funds, 
the purchase of fewer titles, yet actually their service is better and more 








58 THE LIBRARY ASSISTANT 


generally appreciated because of it. To provide only one copy of a title 
by such popular dramatists as Shaw, Galsworthy, Barrie or Somerset 
Maugham is to make a mockery of our service. Little reflection is needed 
to bring to mind dozens of writers whose works never seem to be available, 
and a test of our non-fiction shelves will prove illuminating as to the demand 
for certain authors. Heavy duplication of the better novelists is always a 
profitable undertaking, though it means, as it should, a smaller order for the 
remainder merchant. Obviously it is far better to purchase a dozen copies 
of Good Companions than three dozen titles of books which are poor 
companions, 

Thank goodness discarding is becoming less sentimental and more ruthless, 
The desire to abandon the out-of-date and ephemeral is becoming less a 
virtue and more a necessity. 

Any reader of our professional press will have noticed the increasing 
quantity of library publicity in the form of printed material, and I personally 
think it is one of the most healthy signs of our work. Discernible also is an 
improvement in the quality of our printing, and the well-intentioned but 
keen lash of a critic well known to you is quietly having effect. Reading 
lists are becoming more related to matters of topical interest, as we realize 
that the prompt issue of a book list on a matter of current public interest 
indicates to quiet observers of our work that the library is alert to make its 
service effective and up-to-date. Bulletins are becoming less formal and 
more readable as we discover that the public perusing them do not want 
merely a list of books, but are interested in well-written paragraphs about 
the many phases of the library’s work, and appreciate extracts from books 
of current interest. I notice in the last two years at least three bulletins 
published in the interest of juvenile readers, and that one of them is published 
at the cost, not of the library committee, but of the education committee. 
If this is possible in one town why not in others ? 

The release of the threat that we might find ourselves playing Jonah to 
the educational whale has resulted in welcome closer co-operation with the 
work of a committee proceeding on different lines, but ultimately broadly 
achieving the same object as our own. On every hand there are signs that 
adult education is going to occupy a prominent position in the educational 
policy of the country in the next few years. If we are wise we will take 
every step possible to ally ourselves with it, for books are fundamentally a 
basic necessity in any scheme of adult education from whatever angle it may 
be viewed. Let us prepare for it by seeking the friendly relations which will 
make our future co-operation easier. I grant you that we have always been 
the first to offer co-operation, but what of it? The librarian’s task has 
always been akin to that of the missionary, and if our advances have not 
sometimes been reciprocated, let us still persevere, and in time we shall 
win our way and benefit accordingly. There is a welcome tendency to 
associate the libraries’ work with the Workers’ Educgtional Association, the 
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Adult School Union and other similar organizations by the loan of books. 
These are all natural gathering grounds for our service. 

One of the most frequent criticisms of our Annual Conference is that 
there are too few papers on practical library administration. Earlier in my 
remarks I mentioned the need for a critical outlook on many things we accept 
as final. It might be of profit to name a few of the things I have in mind. 
First the lay-out of our lending libraries. ‘The conventional plan is to shelve 
all the wall and floor space. You will probably have seen the plan of a new 
Central Library outside London, now in course of erection, in which all the 
lending floor space is occupied with stacks, and the wall free of them. In 
my view this is a vital mistake, because I am convinced the library of the 
future will display its stock much as modern stores do their wares. The 
floor space should be freed of bookcases, and instead, large sections of the 
stock displayed on tables of various designs with inviting captions and 
pictures to attract readers. Librarians who display their stock in this way 
are convinced that as a consequence hundreds of books find increased and 
new values to readers. Is this a recognition that the majority of our 
borrowers do not come for a particular book or subject, but for something 
to read, and are attracted to books they never see when shelved in the 
orthodox manner? What do you think? 

Are we realizing the unquestionable value of attractive buildings ? Who 
would deny that many libraries are not far removed in attraction from 
railway waiting-rooms? I have, in my visits to Birmingham, noticed that 
those responsible for the municipal banks deem it advantageous to erect 
extremely attractive buildings. Is the need less for our work? Seriously, 
I am convinced that there are hundreds of people, living practically on the 
doorsteps of our branches, who never use them, and in some cases do not 
know of the service we are keen to extend. What do we do about it? Do 
we follow the example of the enterprising multiple firm opening a new branch, 
who take care to arrange a house-to-house canvass for customers? I am 
afraid not. Perhaps you think it would not be in keeping with our dignity 
todo this? I hope not. I might add that in connexion with a branch we 
are opening in Leeds this month we are distributing 10,000 of these circulars 
in order to acquaint the householders with the fact. I look on this adver- 
tising from rather a practical angle. My city has invested £15,000 in this 
branch, and I conceive it my obvious duty to obtain as good a return as I 
can for the capital, and I venture to think I shall. 

In another place I recently attempted to indicate the modern branch 
library as I picture it. It would weary you to hear that paper, but briefly 
I see my ideal branch with an attractive but not elaborate exterior, on a 
site set back a little from the road, and just a suggestion of a garden adjacent. 
Inside, large rooms furnished with well-designed tables and chairs, not of a 
design already duplicated elsewhere and standardized. Electric light fittings 
would be artistic, but practical, while each room would receive its own 
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decorative treatment. The floor coverings would be cheerful and varied ; no 
bookcases would encumber the lending library floors ; good wood cases, nicely 
finished, rather than hideous metal cases would contain an attractive stock 
of new books. A study room with a small but adequate stock of reference 
books for the use of those whose home conditions are such as to make quiet 
study impossible would be provided. My junior library would be an 
inviting place, far removed from an institutional atmosphere : all the rooms 
would have a few attractive pictures and some well-designed pieces of 
colourful pottery and glass ; excellent natural light would be a noticeable 
feature. Passers-by would be able to see the attractive interior, and | 
would have, at least, two exterior exhibition windows to display books. In 
everything it would be comely, and such a place that few could resist 
peeping inside, and once inside would use it. 

Experiments are being made to alter the orthodox design of our book- 
cases. Hendon, Sheffield and other libraries have introduced a tilt in the 
lower shelves to allow book titles to be more easily scanned. I think it a 
profitable experiment. Lower shelves are following the erstwhile attractive 
fashion of ladies’ skirts, and becoming higher from the floor, the height in 
some cases being as much as 2 feet. The height of the standard case is 
rightly being challenged, and the 7 feet 6 inches is rapidly being superseded 
by the 6 feet 6 inches and even lower. 

Library publicity can be graded into two classes—good and indifferent. 
I have been guilty of both kinds, and have even exhibited the L. A. 
Brangwyn mystery poster, and heroism can go no further. Nevertheless, I 
think the increasing use of posters and slogans is a healthy indication, and 
even if they do little good, do attract some attention; so let me leave 
it at that. 

Are we right in erecting fairly large and expensive branches particularly 
in new areas which are largely dormitories, and consequently requiring an 
evening service only ? 

Granted that the newspaper prints something of everything that goes to 
make up our national life, are they really worth the cost they incur, and 
would it not pay us to expend the money on better and more books ? 

Is not a combined lending library and reading-room an economical and 
sufficient unit in all branches ? 

With the better-educated staffs now available, will centralization of 
cataloguing and classification not cease both in the interests of economy 
and of maintaining the enthusiasm of the various library units ? 

And now the time I gave myself for this pleasurable task has expired, and 
in conclusion I need only say that tendencies become realities, experiments 
principles, and best of all our spirit to prove ourselves more worthy of our 
job, and our determination and confident belief in the value of our work 
goes forward. 








The LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 


December Examinations 
1930 

















The Library Association 
December Examinations I 930 


Section 1.—ENGLISH LITERARY HISTORY 


107 Candidates sat 








Honours 1, Merits 5, Passes 60 





HONOURS 


Pritchard, F. C. 


MERITS 
Haugh, W. . ‘ : ‘ 
Hesketh-Williams, Miss P. K.. 
Mealor, J. K. : 
Roberts,A.D.  . 
Stewart, Miss C. E. 


PASSES 


Aldous, Miss C. M. ‘ 
Babbidge, Miss I. P. B.. 
Bickerton, L. M. . 
Birch, Miss K, A.. 
Bland, Miss P. M. 
Bonny, H. V.A. . 
Borland, E. A. 

Brooks, J. T. ° 
Buchanan, N. B. . 
Callander, T. E. . 
Corrie, Miss E. 

Cox, C. 5. . 

Croot, H. G. ; 
Derry, Miss E. A. , 
Desallioud, Miss I. M. . 
Drennan, R. F. 


Birmingham. 


Liverpool. 
Westminster. 
Darwen. 
Birmingham. 
Glasgow. 


Brighton. 
London, S.E.3. 
Bolton. 
Romford. 
Manchester. 
Dagenham. 
Johannesburg. 
Glasgow. 
Sheffield. 
Wood Green. 
Dumfries. 
Leicester. 
Bristol. 
Birmingham. 
Cardiff. 
Glasgow. 
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Francis, Miss M. . 
Harwood, Miss E. 
Hawes, S. A. 
Haywood, Miss E. 
Helliwell, L. R 
Higenbottam, F. . 
Horsfall, L. W. 
Jack, G. 

Jeff, C. H. 


Jennings, Miss G. ‘ 


Johnson, D. J. G.. 
Jolliffe, H. . 
Jones, Miss G. E.. 
Jones, Miss I. B. 
Jones, T. I.. 
Jope, Miss J. 
Kinloch, Miss M. . 
Lynch, Miss A. B. 


McKenzie, W. J. H. 


Maclean, Miss J. S. 


McNeill, Miss M. L. 


Marcus, L. A. 
Marfleet, H. 
Martin, W. M. 


Morgan, Miss W. E. 


O’Brien, Miss S. K. 
Paley, Miss K. B.. 
Parrott, Miss F. P. 
Porter, °A. , 

Rae, Miss i. E. G. 
Ridler, Miss H. 
Roberts, Miss V. E. 
Sinclair, Miss I. P. 
Spark, Miss E. L.. 
Stock, Miss E. M. 
Stokes, Miss E. 
Tallamy,H.S. . 
Taylor, Miss P. C. 
Thirsk, Miss B. M. 
Thomas, Miss M. I. 
Twas, H.C. OO. 
Walter, Miss K. A. 
Watkins, Miss E. C. 


Woolley, Miss V. M. 


Birmingham. 
Cardiff. 
Norwich. 
Sheffield. 
Bolton. 
Leigh. 
Manchester, 
Glasgow. 
County Library, Durham. 
Birmingham. 
Croydon. 
Bolton. 
Aberystwyth. 
Liverpool, 
Aberystwyth. 
Glasgow. 
Darlington. 
Glasgow. 
Dagenham. 
Glasgow. 
Glasgow. 

St. Pancras. 
Bolton. 
Cheltenham. 
Birmingham. 
Cardiff. 
Newcastle. 
Bath. 
Burnley. 
County Library, Dumfries. 
Manchester. 
Cardiff. 
Glasgow. 
Sunderland. 
Balham. 
Worthing. 
Bath. 
Isleworth. 
Birmingham. 
Bootle. 
Lambeth. 
Worthing. 
Cardiff. 
Liphook. 
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Section 2.—_GENERAL BIBLIOGRAPHY AND BOOK 
SELECTION 


70 Candidates sat 


Honours none, Merits none, Passes 35 


Ayers, Miss A. 
Bailey, Miss W. L. 
Barnes, R. B. : 
Bilton, H. A. 
Bletcher, E.. 
Brown, C. 

Brown, J. G. . 
Carruthers, T. S. . 
Clark, E. J. . 
Dean, Miss W. 


Eglinton, Miss A. N. 


Fox, Miss W. 


Heaton, Miss B. . 
Hill, T. 

Hoskins, J. E. 
Howell, W. A. 
Lord, N. C. ‘ 
McClellan, A. W. 
Martin, J. 

Milburn, Miss F, a 
Norman, i = 
Oxbury, Miss D. G. 
Pearce, T. D. ‘ 
Phillips, _* 
Rowsell, R. T. G. 


Roxburgh, Miss K. J. 


Schofield, E. B. 
Shaw, Miss M. A. 
Smith, C. G. S. 
Smith, F. W. ; 
Stapleton, Miss D. 
Wisker, E. . 
Wright, Miss G. M. 





PASSES 


Tring. 

Lowestoft. 

Manchester. 

Hull. 

Sheffield. 

Birmingham. 

Bradford. 

Edinburgh. 

County Library, Chester. 
Coventry. 
Glasgow. 
Worthing. 
Bath. 
Liverpool. 
Preston. 
Bolton. 
County Library, Glamorgan. 
Poplar. 

Margate. 

Poplar. 

Edinburgh. 

Newcastle. 

Cardiff. 

Norwich. 

Bolton. 

Cardiff. 

County Library, East Sussex. 
Newcastle. 

Manchester. 

Preston. 

Ipswich. 

Portsmouth. 

Liverpool, 

Leicester. 

Woolwich. 
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Section 2.—GENERAL BIBLIOGRAPHY, PALAO- 
GRAPHY AND THE ARCHIVE SCIENCES 


3 Candidates sat 


Honours none, Merits none, Passes 1 





PASSES 
Lumsden, Miss I. . ; . Dundee. 


Section 3.—CLASSIFICATION 


131 Candidates sat 


Honours none, Merits 1, Passes 60 





MERITS 
Webb, G. F. ‘ ‘ . County Library, Wilts. 


PASSES 


Allen, Miss P. M.. 
Allison, Miss A, G. 
Ayers, Miss A. 
Bateman, R. P. 
Bishop, W.J. 
Brand, Miss A. M. 
Broughton, Miss E. 
Carter, G. A. . 
Case, M. R. J. 
Caul,R.J.M. 
Clulow, T. I. M. . 
Croxall, T. G. 


Dunbar, Miss A. N. 


Edwards, C. ‘ 
Ellis, Miss F. B. . 


Evans, Miss E. J. A. 


Beaconsfield. 
Glasgow. 
Tring. 

Wood Green. 
Royal College of Physicians. 
Birkenhead, 
Chiswick, 
Warrington. 
Salisbury. 
Aberystwyth. 
Leicester. 
Leicester. 
Edinburgh. 
Sheffield. 
Ipswich. 
Coventry. 





Flood, R.C. W. . 
French, Miss M. E. 
Hacquoil, Miss E. M. 
Hargreaves, E. 
Hartmann, Miss E. 
Hepburn, A.G. . 
Howell, Miss M. . 
Jahn, Miss E. M. . 
Johnston, R. 

Kerr, Miss H. 
Kinloch, Miss M. . 
Lacy, Miss W. M. 
Lauder, W. H. 
Law, R. W. 
McAskie, J. ; 
Macdonald, J. H.. 


Mackinnon, Miss E. M. 
Makepeace, Miss B. M. 


Moreton, W. H. C. 
Morgan, V. C. H. 
Nevard, Miss B. F. 
Penman, Miss A. . 
Phillips, W. H. 
Price, Miss E. W.. 
Read, Miss E. M.. 
Renton, S. P. 
Reynolds, J. D. 
Riley, E. C.. 

Robins, Miss E. E. E. 
Rorke, B. ; 
Ross, Miss M. D. . 
Russell, D. H. 
Schlesinger, Miss H. 
Sheppard, Miss L. I. 
Spurr, Miss M. M. 
Taylor, H. 

Taylor, S. W. J. 
Thomson, Miss E. is 
Turner, Miss L. M. 
Ure, Miss I. M. M. 
White, Miss D. M. 
White, L. 


Whitehead, Miss I. M. . 


Willard, C. P. 
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Dagenham. 
Barking. 
Leyton. 
Leeds. 
Johannesburg. 
Glasgow. 
County Library, Glamorgan. 
Lincoln. 

St. Andrews. 
Glasgow. 
Darlington. 
Birmingham. 
Belfast. 
Watford. 
Glasgow. 
Bradford. 
Glasgow. 
Ipswich. 
Shoreditch, 
Battersea. 
Lambeth. 
Glasgow. 
Cardiff. 
County Library, Denbighshire. 
Birmingham. 
Leeds. 

Leeds. 

Leeds. 
Bournemouth. 
Brixton Oval. 
Newcastle. 
Glasgow. 
Johannesburg. 
Birmingham. 
Bolton. 
Bolton. 
Taunton. 
Glasgow. 
Newcastle. 
Glasgow. 
Ipswich. 
Sheffield. 
Birmingham. 


County Library, East Sussex. 
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Section 4.—CATALOGUING 


162 Candidates sat 


Honours none, Merits none, Passes 51 





Aitken, Miss F. C. 
Ash, Miss B. J. 
Baker, Miss P. 
Barnes, F. 
Boulter, T. C. 
Bromley, J.F.  . 
Brown, Miss K. B. 
Cass, Miss B. M. . 
Clark, I. J.. 
Craze, Miss P. 


Danne, Miss D. M. G. 


Evans, Miss G. 
Fraser, Miss K. J. 
Garabedian, Miss S. 
Giesken, Miss A. S. 
Griffiths, A. J. 
Harrison, P. F 
Hastings, Miss E. . 
Hibbert, H. 

James, Miss M. 
Jones, Miss G. C. M. 
Lister, H. P. 


Lounds, Miss N. M. E.. 


McCahill, Miss B. 


MacCallum, Miss E. K. 
McDougall, Miss F. G. . 


Marshall, H. 

Nisbet, Miss B. 
Noble, Miss M. 
Norris, Miss D. M. 
Owen, Miss G. E. 
Pearson, F.L. . 
Ponsford, Miss R. M. 
Ross, Miss M. D. . 
Sharkey, Miss K. M. 


PASSES 


Glasgow. 
Hendon. 

County Library, W. Riding. 
Wigan. 
Bournemouth. 
Guildhall Library. 
Grimsby. 

Hull. 

Newark. 

Cardiff. 

Malvern. 


County Library, Glamorgan. 


North Berwick. 
Cape Town. 
Johannesburg. 
Cardiff. 

Hull. 
Glasgow. 
Bolton. 
Cardiff. 
Bournemouth, 
Sheffield. 
Grantham, 
Glasgow. 
Glasgow. 
Glasgow. 
Bethnal Green. 
Cardiff. 
Peterborough. 
Birmingham. 
Aberystwyth. 
Leeds. 
Liverpool. 
Newcastle. 
Lowestoft. 


7 
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Sherwood, Miss E. L. 
Spear, Miss M. 
Spinks, W. H. 
Stazicker, Miss J. E. 
Stone, Miss R. T. 
Thomas, J. E. 


Thompson, Miss M.R.. 


Turner, G. O. 
Twaits,H.C. 
Walton, Miss M. . 
Warwick, Miss W. E. 
Wileman, Miss F. M. 
Wilkins, G. H. 
Wilson, H. . F 
Wilson, Miss M. . 
Woodward, G. R.. 





Coventry. 
Newport. 
Poplar. 
Preston. 
Hampstead. 
Cardiff. 
Newcastle. 
Bournemouth, 
Lambeth. 
Sheffield. 
Birmingham. 
Hendon. 
Bethnal Green. 
Burnley. 
Islington. 
Birmingham. 


Section 5.—LIBRARY ORGANIZATION 


113 Candidates sat 


Honours none, Merits none, Passes 41 





PASSES 
Beardsmore, Miss M. L. 


Borland, E.A. . 
Burland, Miss M. E. 
Campbell, Miss M. 
Camplin, Miss E. . 
Corbett, E.V. . 
Curry, Miss B. T. E. 
Daft, Miss P. M. . 
D’Arcy, L. . 
Davies, Miss E. 
Dent, J. . ‘ 
Evans, Miss E. J. A. 
Evans, Miss N. M. 
Fairchild, W. G. . 
Hallett, Miss A. E. 
Hammond, J. 


Birmingham. 
Johannesburg. 
Coventry. 
Oxford. 
Bethnal Green. 
Birmingham. 
Manchester. 
Leeds. 

Dublin. 
Liverpool. 
Bournemouth, 
Coventry. 
Portsmouth. 
Barking. 

Bath. 
Manchester. 
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Hayward, Miss J. . : . Coventry. 
Hill, Miss I. : : . Stretford. 
Horrocks, S.H. . ‘ . Exeter. 
Hughes, Miss K. . ‘ . Hove. 
Leighton, Miss D. : . Old Trafford. 
Madden, MissC.delaC. . Kilburn. 
Martin, J. . ‘ ; . Edinburgh. 


at 


Newsom, R. Sheffield. 
Owen, Miss M. W. Aberystwyth. 
Parry, Miss E. Liverpool. 
Pilcher, E. T. ‘ Portsmouth. 
Price, Miss N. M. Birmingham. 
Pugh, Miss W. . Liverpool. 
Ravenscroft, Miss E. M. Liverpool. 
Roche, Miss M. E. Birmingham. 
Rogers, Miss M. J. . Birmingham. 

y Rutter, S. J. : : . Battersea, 

| Stazicker, Miss J.E.  . . Preston. 

Stewart, J.H.  . Edinburgh. 

Thompson, Miss D. Newcastle. 


Till, Miss E. M. . ‘ . Ipswich. 

Todd, Miss E. M. ; . Liverpool. 

Walton, Miss M. . ‘ . Sheffield. 

White,M.G. ; . Bradford. 

Williams, Miss E. M. National Central Library, W.C.1. 


rar weonvee iam 


Section 6.—LIBRARY ROUTINE 
134 Candidates sat 





Honours none, Merits none, Passes 61 





PASSES 
Allen, Miss P. M. Beaconsfield. 
Arch, Miss W. Birmingham. 


Atkin,S. .  . .  . Sheffield, 
Authors, Miss B. . ‘ . Hove. 


Bearman, H. K. G. East Ham. 
Beavis, Miss M. G. B. . Newcastle. 
Bell, Miss M. E. . Sunderland. 








Betts, Miss F. A. . 
Bilsborrow, Miss M. 
Boden, Miss E. 
Boone, F. 

Broome, W. F. 
Burrows, Miss P. . 
Canlin, Miss A. . 
Caple, Miss A. B. D. 
Chadwick, Miss W. 
Cottrill, L.J. . 
Cowens, Miss E. M. 
Cranfield, A.J. . 
Crawford, Miss M. 
Crook, L. S. 
Davies, Miss M. . 
Davis, MissG. . 
Duke, Miss D. M. 
Dutton, Miss M. . 
Farmer, Miss G. E. 
Frost, MissH. . 
Garabedian, Miss S. 
Gavin, Miss E. A. 
German, J. H. L. 
Hannibal, J.H. . 
Hardcastle, Miss L, 
Hibbert, H. ; 
Howkins, Miss M. C. 
Johnson, Miss L. . 
Jones, E. H. 
Lendrem, Miss P. ™. 
Lowe, E. H. 

Luke, E.R. 


McCracken, Miss S, D. B. 


McQuinn, Miss RK. 1. 
Mankin, Miss F. . 
Mather, F. 

Miles, Miss W. L. 
Morgan, }. &. 
Osborn, Miss J. W. 
Owen, Miss M. W. 
Panchen, Miss E. V. 
Parry, Miss D. E.. 
Quipp, Miss D. 
Riley, L. K. 
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Birmingham. 

Preston. 

County Library, Derby. 
Leigh. 

Lambeth. 

Liverpool. 

Great Crosby. 

County Library, Warwick. 
Manchester. 
Birmingham. 
Sunderland. 

Southend. 

Bath. 

Cardiff. 

County Library, Denbighshire. 
Cardiff. 

Cardiff. 

Liverpool. 

Coventry. 

Stalybridge. 

Cape Town. 

Coventry. 

York. 

Smethwick. 

Sheffield. 

Bolton. 

County Library, Oxford. 
Birmingham. 

Cardiff. 

County Library, W. Riding. 
Warrington. 
Aberystwyth. 

Glasgow. 

Paddington. 

Leeds. 

Blackburn. 

Cardiff. 

Aberystwyth. 
Colchester. 
Aberystwyth. 
Aberystwyth. 
Cheltenham. 

Lincoln. 

Manchester. 
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Roberts, H. J... . . Bournemouth. 

Rowsell, R.T.G..  . . County Library, East Sussex. 
Sargeant, Miss M.A. . . Portsmouth. 

Smith, R. E.G. . : . Reading. 

Turner, MissP.M. . Liverpool. 

Twaits, Miss E. E. ; . Birmingham. 

Wainwright, Miss R.H.I. . Hackney. 

Warren, D. F. .. ‘ . County Library, Northampton. 
White, G, E. : , . Newark, 


Wormald, Miss D. ‘ . Leeds. 


FRENCH EXAMINATION 


5 Candidates sat 


Honours none, Merits none, Passes 4 





PASSES 
Hayes, Miss H. E. , . Glasgow. 
Madden, Miss C.delaC. . Kilburn, 
Peck, A. J. . . ‘ . Enfield. 
Riches, J. E. ‘ ‘ . Croydon. 


LATIN EXAMINATION 


9 Candidates sat 


Honours none, Merits 1, Passes 2 





MERITS 
Madden, MissC.delaC. . Kilburn. 
PASSES 
Peck, A. J. . , : . Enfield. 
Pepin, F. . ‘ ‘ . Bournemouth, 


H.W.V.Lid. 
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Valuations 
By STANLEY SNAITH 
Coventry, “ Coventry Bookshelf,” December 


HE new Bookshelf contains an “ author and title index to the new 
| books added to the libraries during the year 1930.” Now any list 
of books is, to me, interesting. It represents a winnowing. It 
forms an index to someone’s predilections. It enables one to measure such 
predilections against one’s own. I was therefore interested to find out 
which books a library system, with the scope and reputation of Coventry, 
had chosen, out of the 15,000 published during the period, to grace its 
shelves. I sat down to this list with lively expectations. Procedure as 
usual. I thought of one or two of the cardinal books of the year and purely 
as a formality—as Inspector French scrutinized even the trustiest evidence 
—looked for their presence in the list. I sat up with a start. They were 
not there. Surely I was mistaken. Perhaps I had consulted the wrong 
heading. Maurois’s Byron; Eliot’s Ash Wednesday ; Hewitt’s Lettering ; 
Maugham’s Cakes and Ale—they must be there. I looked again. They 
were not there. Indisputably they were not there. Ominous! I tried a 
few more. Kristin Lavransdatter ; Bennett’s Fournal and Imperial Palace ; 
Connelly’s Green Pastures. Not there. More and more ominous! 
Specht’s Brahms ; Hudson’s A True Story ; West’s H. G. Wells ; Whitaker’s 
No Luggage; in each case I drew blank. This lucky-bag was proving 
chancier than I thought. I got together another batch of titles. I dipped 
again. In one or two instances I found what I wanted. But on the whole 
Coventry failed me. Yeats’s Sligo; Bloch’s And Co.; The Wipers Times ; 
Trotsky’s My Life ; Massingham’s Trelawny ; Graves’s But it Still Goes On; 
Dennis’s The End of the World; Bullett’s Germany ; Mumby’s Bookselling, 
new edition ; Miller’s Paris Gun ; Philby’s Arabia ; Galsworthy’s On Forsyte 
Change ; Russell’s Conquest of Happiness; Baum’s Grand Hotel; Potter’s 
D. H. Lawrence ; Craddock’s Savoy Cocktail Book ; Burdett’s Two Carlyles ; 
Williamson’s Village Book ; Tilney’s Photographic Pictorialism ; Scott’s Good 
Manners and Bad; Strindberg’s Tales; Woolley’s Digging up the past; 
Wassermann’s Maurizius Case and Faber ; Macdonald’s American Speeches ; 
Besier’s Barretts of Wimpole Street ; Brooke’s Children’s Costume ; Mansfield’s 
Novels and Novelists ; not one of these books finds a place in the list. The 
names of Colette, Richard Aldington and D. H. Lawrence do not 
occur at all. 

Now the titles I have mentioned are all, in their various ways, important 
books. Many of them are books for which there has been a large public 
demand. How comes it then that these (and many others of equal moment) 
do not figure in Coventry’s list ? The list is explicitly headed “ books 
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added to the libraries during the year 1930.” True, several of the books 
I have mentioned were published. somewhat late in the year—too late, 
perhaps, to be drawn into the list. If this is the case, surely it would have 
been politic to withhold the publication of the list for a month or two, 
In any case, such an explanation will not explain—much less palliate—the 
omission, for example, of Maurois’s Byron ; Bloch’s And Co., and Undset’s 
Kristin Lavransdatter. Big things are done at Coventry. I admire 
Coventry. I cannot believe that such an important book as Byron is not in 
stock at Coventry. My simple faith that is more than Norman blood is too 
strong for me. I wish, however, that Coventry were less bashful. It is bad 
business to hide one’s purchases under a bushel. 


A GUIDE TO READING 


“ The Book Window”: a guide to book buying and book reading, December, 
(W. H. Smith &F Son Ltd. 3d.) 


Many London booksellers have taken to issuing monthly “ Guides to 
Reading,” but none is so satisfying as Messrs. W. H. Smith & Son’s. It is 
an attractive periodical, nicely got up and packed with good reading. This 
issue contains an interesting interview with Mr. H. M. Tomlinson, in which 
he chats about Fleet Street and other matters. Mr. Tomlinson’s reply to 
the question, “‘ How did you come to break away from office life ? ” would 
fill the bosom of every clerk with ecstatic envy: “ By telling my employer 
to go to hell!” There are several other excellent articles, short but 
informative ; a Children’s Corner ; and a Competition Page. The “ Christ- 
mas Shopping List ” is a selection of outstanding books of the year. It isa 
very good list, and the descriptive poets are of the very best—pungent, 
readable, appropriate. A meaty three-pennyworth, either for the librarian 
or the man in the street. 


ANOTHER BOOKSHELF 
CuesterFiELp, “ The Bookshelf,” Fuly-September, 1930 


This periodical has an admirable feature. ‘ Books we Recommend” 
consists of notes on Yeats’s Sligo (“‘ Like a child, he revels in everything he 
sees”) ; Bengal Lancer ; Bell’s Corduroy ; Thompson’s Danger Spots in World 
Population ; and Hopkinson’s Penultima. By all the rules these notes ought 
to be pedantic. Literary recommendations in library periodicals are almost 
always pedantic. But these are not. They are written in real English. 
They are enthusiastic. They are readable. They are informed with 
“ book-sense.” The pages of additions are also well done. Again, a certain 
readability. Another useful feature is a bibliography of economics, by John 
B. Andrew. It is classified and annotated. It has, however, the fault of 
not being quite up-to-date. 
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BRANCHES 
Brooxtyn, “ Branch Almanac,” 1931 


This almanac details, day by day, a whole year’s work for the branches 
of the Brooklyn system of libraries. It informs the branch librarians, for 
example, that on Ist-3rd May they must “send towel-report to Supply 
Dept.,” and that on 26th October it will be necessary to “send special 
books for binding.” It is marvellously thorough, minute, business-like. 
And rather fearsome. System is next to godliness. But, like godliness, it 
can be overdone. How embarrassing to have twelve months of one’s life 
tabulated and worked out in this way! At times the branch librarians at 
Brooklyn must feel a little like that gentleman in the limerick who 


Moves 
In predestinate grooves, 
Not a barrow or ’bus, but a tram. 


How diverting it would be to have a counter-almanac from the branch 
librarians themselves! How amusingly efficient it could be made! One 
can imagine entries : 

ist May . 11am. Two Stingos. 
2nd ,, - 3p.m. ’Phone Millicent. 
3rd _,, . 1-11.30. Chief Librarian’s visit. 
11.35. Start Old Wives? Tale. 
qth 5, - ga.m. Count cash. 
9.15. Old Wives Tale. 
11.0. Same as Ist May. 
3-4 p.m. Nap. 
15th ,, . 2p.m. ’Phone Central to verify that Chief Librarian 
will not visit. 
2.10. Wash. 
2.12. Instructions to Deputy. 
2.15. Harold Lloyd’s new one. 
6-8. Read Graphic, London Life, Sporting Times, 
Studio, and (if time allows) London Mercury. 
8.0. Show Millicent round library. Memo. : pocket 
key of work-room. 


AIDS TO RESEARCH 


“ British Library of Political and Economic Science Bulletin.” December, 1930 

The first instalment of Mr. B. M. Headicar’s article on “ Aids to 
Research ” is strongly recommended to librarians. This issue also contains 
a “ List of duplicates available for exchange.” It extends to over three 
pages, and I notice some desirable items: for example, Allen’s out-of-print 
work on The Evolution of the idea of God, Minty’s English Banking Methods 
and Shaw’s Fabianism and the Empire. 
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Regional Library Scheme (West 
Midlands) 


REPORT OF THE PROVISIONAL COMMITTEE APPOINTED 
BY THE CONFERENCE HELD IN THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBER, BIRMINGHAM, ON 81x OCTOBER, 1930 


Provisional Committee—P. E. Adams, W. Bonser (Hon. Secretary), 
H. M. Cashmore (Chairman), Miss S. F. Fergusson, Miss H. L. E, 
Garbett, H. P. Marshall, J. M. Mitchell, F. C. Morgan, L. Newcombe, 
C. Nowell, W. E. Owen, J. H. Pafford. 

1. General.—The Provisional Committee report that they co-opted 
Miss H. L. E. Garbett to fill the vacancy left by the conference. 

They have held four meetings and the attendance of members was 
almost complete on each occasion. 

2. Scheme.—The Provisional Committee have carefully considered the 
proposal to establish a Regional Library Scheme in the West Midlands, and 
have drawn up the draft Constitution which is given as an appendix to this 
report. They recommend that the Conference should adopt this Constitu- 
tion, and should appoint the first members of the Committee referred to in 
para. 6 (a) thereof. 

3. Location of Bureau.—The duties of the Provisional Committee have 
been simplified by the generous offer of the Birmingham Public Libraries’ 
Committee to provide at Adderley Park Branch Library, free of all charge, 
the necessary accommodation with heating, lighting, cleaning, furniture, 
the use of the telephone and the Birmingham Public Libraries’ van, the main- 
tenance of a copy of their own catalogues and the services of the City Librarian 
as Honorary Secretary and Treasurer. The Provisional Committee recom- 
mend that the Conference should accept this offer, which would greatly reduce 
the original expenditure and the annual cost of maintenance of the Bureau. 

Adderley Park Library is connected by telephone and by the daily visits 
of the libraries’ van with all the Birmingham Public Libraries, and parcels 
could be taken to the post office by the van. 

4. Union Catalogue.—The Provisional Committee recommend that the 
Bureau should function from 1st April, 1931. It might from then arrange 
inter-library loans, co-ordinating the present direct dealings between the 
various libraries and with the National Central Library, but the Provisional 
Committee are of opinion that the first need of the organization is a union 
catalogue of the libraries in the West Midlands area, and that this could be 
completed in about three years. They find it difficult to estimate closely 
the cost of such a catalogue owing to the absence of information as to the 
number of volumes in the libraries concerned, but, having taken into con- 
sideration other attempts at union cataloguing and such information as is 
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available on the size of the catalogue, they believe the cost of such a catalogue 
would be about £3,000, which they hope will be available from what they 
have called “ original funds,” that is, any contributions by the Carnegie 
United Kingdom Trust or other donations. 

As the Birmingham Public Libraries contain by far the largest collection 
of books in the area, and as it is suggested that the Bureau should be located 
there, there seems no need, in the first place, to copy the catalogues of the 
Birmingham Public Libraries. A copy of the catalogue of the Reference 
Library (about 370,000 volumes) could be kept up-to-date at Adderley Park 
Library, and it is proposed to transfer there the union catalogue of the 
Birmingham Lending Libraries (non-fiction about 260,000 volumes), also 
current, with the existing Birmingham arrangements for inter-library loans, 
and the city’s exchange service (that is, the movement of books from one 
library to another in the city as required by readers). The Birmingham 
Public Libraries catalogues, kept current by the city, would therefore stand 
side by side with the growing union catalogue of other libraries, all available 
for the use of the Bureau staff. 

The Provisional Committee are of opinion that the union catalogue 
should be in “ sheaf ” form, which would make it possible to provide carbon 
copies. These copies could be located (for information) at the National 
Central Library or elsewhere, and would guard against the entire destruction 
of the catalogues by fire. 

It appears certain that practically every enquiry would be for a given 
book, and an author catalogue seems all that is necessary at first. The few 
enquiries by subject could be dealt with by looking up other catalogues and 
bibliographies or by reference to a large library. 

The Provisional Committee are of opinion that no portion of the funds 
should be spent on printing catalogues until the union catalogue is complete 
and in full working order. 

5. Finance.—The Provisional Committee have given careful consideration 
to the annual cost of maintenance. The suggested scale of subscriptions by 
libraries would probably produce about £300, which they consider would 
be the absolute minimum cost of maintenance. The scale has been based on: 

(a) The principle that the burden should be carried in proportion to the 
ability to pay. 

(6) The need for a minimum subscription from small public libraries 
(which would benefit most from the scheme). 

(c) The need for a maximum subscription of £50. (This would only affect 
the Birmingham Public Libraries, which would provide free the facilities 
referred to in para. 3, and would be the greatest lender under the scheme.) 

(d) The fact that most of the “ other libraries” would pay indirectly 
through the rates. 

Appended to this report is an estimate of the subscriptions payable by 
various libraries in the area. 
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The effect of the scheme and the subscriptions would be that, as far as 
possible, areas rating themselves at the same amount per head for library 
purposes would enjoy approximately the same library facilities. Large 
areas and large populations would share the advantages due to their size with 
lesser and poorer districts. On the other hand, the “ Scheme” guards 
against possible abuse by backward authorities which might reduce or keep 
low their expenditure and rely on other areas (through the Bureau) to make 
up their deficiencies. The Provisional Committee feel that no library 
authority is entitled to the advantages of the Regional Library Bureau 
unless it is prepared to make provision for itself approximately on the basis 
of the average provision of the rest of the country. 

6. Staff—The Provisional Committee, bearing in mind that the staff 
of the Bureau will consist of only one or two persons who will have to deal 
daily with requests for loans, consider that the staff should, as far as possible, 
be stationary at the headquarters of the Bureau, and should not visit 
libraries to copy catalogues if other arrangements could be made, 
Librarians in the area should be able to supply catalogue entries of their 
stocks, as they will obviously have to do after the completion of the main 
union catalogue. The Bureau’s funds might be used partly to pay the 
libraries concerned for serious extra work entailed by this. Many hands 
would make short work, and the completion of the union catalogue in a 
short time is an urgent need. 

The Provisional Committee suggest that assistants in the first place 
should be “ temporary” (that is, they should be engaged mainly for the 
preparation of the union catalogue) and that they should be members of the 
Birmingham Public Libraries staff, into which they could be reabsorbed as 
the work decreased. Salaries would be paid by the Birmingham Public 
Libraries’ Committee (to preserve superannuation rights, etc.), and refunded 
(as far as necessary) by the Bureau. This would mean better discipline. 
The best work is not likely to be obtained from assistants who lose their 
posts when their work is done. A full-time assistant seems necessary at 
first. ‘The remainder of the staff would depend largely on whether it was 
found necessary to send out cataloguers to the various libraries. 

7. Other Functions.—The Provisional Committee have considered various 
other possible functions of the Bureau, such as co-operative purchasing of 
books, but they do not make any suggestions on these matters, which they 
think should be dealt with by the permanent committee. 

8. Other Bureaux.—The Provisional Committee feel strongly that the 
establishment of similar Bureaux to cover the whole of the country and linked 
up to one another and the National Central Library is an urgent necessity. 

9. Acknowledgments——The Provisional Committee wish to place on 
record their appreciation of the generosity of the Birmingham Public 
Libraries’ Committee, which has done much to make possible the establish- 
ment of the Regional Library Bureau. 
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REGIONAL LIBRARY SCHEME (WEST MIDLANDS) 

Estimated income on the basis of the following scale : 

Municipal, Urban District and County Libraries: 10s. for every 5,000 
or part of 5,000 of the population served, with a minimum subscription of 
{3 and a maximum subscription of {/so. 

Other libraries receiving grants from municipal or county funds: 1d. 
per {10 of such grants. 

Other libraries : Ios. 

£ s. 4 
Herefordshire : Brought forward 162 
County . ; ‘ Willenhall . + g 
Hereford . : : Great Wyrley . _ = 
Shropshire : Warwickshire : 
County County . ; . 19 
Oswestry . Birmingham. . 50 
Shrewsbury Coventry . 
Wellington Nuneaton 
Wem ‘ Leamington 
Whitchurch ‘ Stratford-on-Avon 
Staffordshire : Warwick . 
County Rugby 
Burton-on-Trent Atherstone 
Smethwick Worcestershire : 
Stoke-on-Trent County 
Walsall Dudley 
West Bromwich Worcester 
Wolverhampton Evesham . 
Lichfield . , : Kidderminster . 
Newcastle-under-Lym Redditch . 
Stafford . Stourbridge 
Tamworth Malvern . 
Wednesbury Oldbury . 
Bilston . 
Brierley Hill 
Leek : 
Rowley Regis 
Tipton 
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N.B.—The amounts for the County Libraries are based on the population 
figures given in the statistical tables in the 1928-9 Report on County 
Libraries in Great Britain and Ireland, issued by the Library Association, 
and not on Census figures, which are generally higher. 

(To be continued.) 
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The Divisions 
Midland Division 


Ie is customary for Divisional Secretaries to send their own reports of the 
meetings of their divisions to Tue Lisrary Assistant. The 21st Annual 
Meeting of the Midland Division, held at Birmingham on the rth 
February, demands other treatment, for none of those responsible for so 
successful a gathering could, with becoming modesty, give a faithful account 
of it. I trust that the members of the Division will accept this explana- 
tion of my intrusion upon their preserves. 

The proceedings began, so far as the London delegates were concerned, 
with a luncheon, at which, mirabile dictu, there were no speeches and, above 
all, no votes of thanks. After this happy start, the actual meeting was held 
at the Council House. The Chair was occupied by Miss M. G. Baker, the 
first Lady Chairman of the Division. She read congratulations from past 
members of the Division, and from Mr. L. Stanley Jast, President of the 
Library Association. Mr. R. D. Hilton Smith, Secretary of the A.ALL., 
delivered further congratulations from London colleagues. This was fol- 
lowed by a dramatic moment when Mr. James Revie, the present Divisional 
Secretary, was called upon to read the minutes of the Inaugural Meeting of 
the Division, held on the roth February, 1910. In a voice broken with 
emotion, Mr. Revie intoned the names of many who were present at that 
meeting, and who now hold positions at the head of the profession. Follow- 
ing this extremely effective item of the agenda of the meeting, two members 
who were present at the 1910 meeting made short speeches. 

Mr. R. J. Gordon, City Librarian of Leeds, then read a paper on “* Some 
Tendencies.” As this paper is printed in full in this issue, further report on 
this page is redundant. It must be noted, however, that a bunch of fireworks 
such as Mr. Gordon’s paper proved should have caused more of those present 
to jump to their feet. 

The meeting was followed by tea at Messrs. Kunzle’s Café, where, as I 
was told by a lady from Birmingham, they have the best cream cakes in the 
city. She was absolutely right. After tea, a programme of dancing, gramo- 
phone music, musical and dramatic items by the Birmingham staff (and 
some most attractive sitting out) had been arranged. A feature of the 
evening was the cutting of the twenty-first birthday cake of the Division. 
The meeting concluded at 11 p.m. with the singing of “ Auld Lang Syne.” 
I mention this particularly as a notable event for, in Mr. Revie, I met the 
only man in England who knows the second verse. 

For me the meeting concluded with a four-hour journey to London in a 
carriage which harboured the father and mother of all draughts—but the 
meeting was worth every whistle of it. T. E. C. 
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South-Eastern Division 


A very successful meeting of the South-Eastern Division was held at 
Hove on Wednesday, 21st January, when in addition to local members, 
representatives from Brighton, Chichester, Eastbourne, Lewes and Worthing 
attended. Tea was served at Forfar’s Restaurant, where the party were 
the guests of Mr. J. W. Lister, Chief Librarian, Hove, who subsequently 
presided over the evening meeting held in the library, which took the form 
of a symposium on “ Post-war Novels.” An introductory paper was read 
by Miss E. Gerard, Worthing, followed by six other papers. These were: 
“ Social Novel,” contributed by Miss E. Clark (Hastings) ; “‘ Detective and 
Crime Novels,” by C. P. Willard (Lewes) ; “ Women Novelists,” by C. 
Quinton (Chichester) ; “ War Novels,” by E. Male (Brighton) ; “ Historical 
Novels,” by Miss Rice (Hove) ; and “ Humorous Novels,” by Miss Reading 
(Eastbourne). 

A discussion followed, and a vote of thanks to the authors of the papers 
was moved by Mr. A. Webb (Brighton), seconded by Miss E. Stokes (Worth- 
ing). Other votes of thanks were passed to the Hove authorities for kind 
permission to use the room, to the Hove staff, and to Mr. Lister for kind 
hospitality and for presiding at the evening meeting. 

Grace L. Dean, 
Hon. Secretary. 


Yorkshire Division 
Annual Meeting held at Sheffield, 28th Fanuary, 1931. 


By kind invitation of the Chairman and Committee, the 24th Annual 
Meeting was held at Sheffield on 28th January. 

At 2.45 p.m. about eighty members assembled at the Central 
Library, where the Chief Librarian, Mr. J. P. Lamb, gave an account of the 
plans for the new Central Library. The plans were very interesting and 
enlightening, also they incorporated several new and original features. 

The new Branch Library at Firth Park was next visited. This branch is 
probably the finest in the country, and members very keenly appreciated the 
privilege of viewing the many departures from the ordinary type of branch 
library. 

The Lord Mayor very generously provided tea at the Town Hall, after 
which the evening meeting took place in the Conference Room. In the 
absence of the Lord Mayor, Mr. J. P. Lamb welcomed the members, and 
our appreciation for hospitality was voiced by the retiring President (Miss 
E. F. Wragg) and Mr. F. T. Sleight. Mr. W. Procter (Leeds) proposed 
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thanks to the Chairman and Committee of the Sheffield Public Libraries, 
also to Mr. Lamb for the excellent facilities provided. The Annual Report 
and the Financial Statement were read, and upon the motion of Mr, 
Cranshaw adopted. Next came the result of the election of Officers and 
Committee, which read as follows : 

President.—Mr. S. A. Firth (Sheffield). 

V ice-Presidents.—Miss E. F. Wragg (Wakefield), Mr. F. Haigh (Halifax), 
Mr. H. W. Marr (Sheffield), Mr. G. W. Strother (Leeds). 

Hon. Treasurer —Mr. W. Procter (Leeds). 

Hon. Secretary.—Mr. G. P. Jackson (Leeds). 

Committee —Mr. H. Bateson, Mr. C. Bennett, Mr. J. Briggs, Mr. J. 
Gillett, Mr. F. G. B. Hutchings, Miss K. Johnson, Mr. T. J. Kirkpatrick, 
Mr. E. Robertshaw, Mr. F. T. Sleight, Mr. A. V. Steward, Miss M. §, 
Taylor, Miss M. V. Walker. 

In relinquishing the Chair, Miss Wragg remarked that she was the first 
lady to be appointed as President of the Division. She also spoke of the 
happiness of her term in office. Mr. Firth, the new President, then took 
over the Chair. In thanking the members for the honour they had con- 
ferred upon him, he said that he hoped his period of Presidency would be 
as successful as the last one. 

The speaker for the evening was Miss M. F. Austin, of Sheffield. Her 
address on the “ Public Library of the Future” was full of interest, and 
displayed a keen literary flavour. At the outset Miss Austin stated that 
dependent upon the view we take of the future rests our power to make or 
mar it. She outlined the rapid progress made in the last decade, and sug- 
gested that even more revolutionary progress would be made during the 
next fifty years. 

The address was well received, a good number joining in the enthusiastic 
discussion which followed. The thanks of the members were accorded to 
- Miss Austin by Mr. A. V. Steward (Leeds) and Miss Pickles of the W. R. 
County Library. 

The meeting was one of the most successful and well attended that the 
Division has ever held. G.P. J. 


Appointments 


OGNOR REGIS.—Miss E. J. Carnell, Assistant Librarian, 
eens County Library, to be Librarian-in-Charge, Bognor 

Regis Branch of the West Sussex County Libraries. Trained Exeter 
City Library. Six L.A. Certificates, 
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Epmonton.—Mr. F. E. Sandry, F.L.A., to be Chief Librarian, 
Edmonton. Salary, £350—{500. 

Futuam.—Mr. T. E. Callander, Chief Assistant, Wood Green, to be 
Librarian-in-Charge, Fulham Public Libraries. Salary, £190—{10—{250. 
Four L.A. Certificates. 

LamsBetH.—Mr. R. W. Rouse, Assistant, St. Pancras, to be Senior 
Assistant, Lambeth Public Library. Salary, £150—{175, plus Civil Service 
bonus. Four L.A. Certificates. 

NewcastLe.—Mr. M. C. Pottinger, Branch Librarian, Fulham, to be 
Sub-Librarian, Literary and Philosophical Society of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
Salary, {250—{10—{300. L.A. Diploma. 


Correspondence 


HAGGERSTON BRANCH LIBRARY, 
236 KINGSLAND Roap, 
Lonpon, E.2. 
To THE Epiror, 
Tue Liprary AssIsTANT. 


Dear Sir,— 

When studying for the Literary History Examination of the Library 
Association I used often to wonder where I could see books like the Gesta 
Romanorum, Boethius’s Consolation of Philosophy, Sir Gawayne and the Green 
Knight, the Cursor Mundi, the Ayenbite of Inwyt, etc., works so often 
mentioned in literary textbooks, but not ordinarily encountered in public 
libraries. 

On taking over my new appointment at the Haggerston Branch Library, 
Shoreditch, I was pleasantly surprised to discover in the Reference Depart- 
ment a goodly collection of the publications of the Early English Text 
Society, among which these old favourites, together with many other 
lesser-known works, appeared. So much were they appreciated, in fact, that 
they had been treated to a special catalogue of their own, classified both by 
author and by subject. 

I mention this fact so that any library assistant who may be interested 
will be assured of a welcome. 

I remain, 
Yours faithfully, 
Rosert Partrince, 
Senior Assistant-in-Charge. 








72 


THE LIBRARY ASSISTANT 


CORDIAL INVITATION 


TO THE SAME EXAMINER 


Dear Sir, can I have read aright 
That you agree 
To hear my plea ? 

Or does old age affect my sight ? 
Forget the tale 
Of Mrs. Thrale, 

And let me make you blind to-night. 





G. BLUNT & SONS 


Through our efforts, and at great expense, 
we were instrumental in superseding the 
oversewn method of construction. 


Take advantage of the 
experience gained 
since the intro- 
duction 

of 
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Inspection of our new Works and Showroom 
by Public Librarians and Assistants welcomed 


Send for List of Titles in our Ornamental Bindings 
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